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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SOFIA 0454 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: CSCE, PFOR, BU 

SUBJECT: BULGARIA FURTHER VAUNTS CSCE BASKET III OBSERVATION RECORD 

REF: SOFIA 0433 

1 . BULGARIAN PRESS MARCH 3 CONTINUED RECITATION OF WHAT IT 
CONSIDERS GOOD GOB RECORD ON FULFILLMENT OF CSCE (REF) WITH 
EDITORIAL IN CENTRAL COMMITTEE PAPER RABOTNICHESKO DELO DEALING 
MAINLY WITH LIBERALITY OF ITS VISA POLICIES. 

2. CONTRARY TO "MALICIOUS, PROVOCATIVE MATERIALS, ADDRESSED 
TO OUR COUNTRY. PUBLISHED IN WEST AND BROADCAST BY LONGTIME 
DISCREDITED 'SPECIALISTS ON BULGARIA’ FROM ’FREE EUROPE ," 
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BULGARIA "APPLIES ONE OF MOST LIBERAL REGIMES FOR FOREIGNERS 
ENTERING OUR COUNTRY AND THEIR MOVEMENT AROUND ITS TERRITORY. 

3. ARTICLE THEN GOES ON TO CITE 1967 GOB ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF VIS A -FREE, REGIME FOR TOURISTS AND RECENT BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS TO WAIVE TOURIST VISAS CONCLUDED WITH SOME 

14 COUNTRIES INCLUDING (NATO MEMBERS) DENMARK, 
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NORWAY, ICELAND, AND PORTUGAL. ARTICLE NOTES THAT GOB 
CONTINUES TO DESIRE SUCH VISA AGREEMENTS WITH WESTERN 
COUNTRIES, "BUT MOST OF THEM REJECTED PROPOSALS, EVEN 
AFTER HELSINKI." 

4. ARTICLE FURTHER CITES OTHER GOB MEASURES CONSISTENT 
WITH BASKET III, INCLUDING ONE- YEAR MULTIPLE 
ENTRY-EXIT VISAS FOR PERMANENTLY ACCREDITED FOREIGN 
JOURNALISTS, APPOINTMENT OF PRESS SPOKESMEN IN VARIOUS 
GOB OFFICES, AND "INCREASE OF IMPORT AND DISTRIBUTION 

OF SOME WESTERN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES IN OUR COUNTRY 
AND OF OURS IN WESTERN COUNTRIES." FURTHER PARAGRAPH ALSO 
NOTES CONSONANCE OF PRACTICE OF GOB ON HUMANITARIAN ISSUES 
- DIVIDED FAMILES, MIXED MARRIAGES, ETC. - WITH FINAL 
ACT PROPOSALS. 

5. COMMENT: LIKE OTHER RECENT BULGARIAN CSCE CONCOCTIONS, 

THIS ARTICLE IS SMOOTH BREW OF FALSE AND TRUE. PLACED 
AGAINST US VISA LEGISLATION, GOB HAS GREATER FLEXIBILITY. 

GOB CAN CLAIM THAT IT TREATS FOREIGN JOURNALISTS WELL, 

PARTLY BECAUSE THERE ARE AT PRESENT NO NON-BULGARIAN REP- 
RESENTATIVES OF NON-COMMUNIST JOURNALS RESIDENT HERE 
AND NONE THAT WE KNOW OF KNOCKING AT DOOR AND ALSO 
BECAUSE BULGARIA IS SO BUTTONED DOWN THAT IT CAN AFFORD 
TO LET FOREIGN JOURNALISTS VISIT FREELY. APPOINTMENT 

OF SPOKESMEN IN DEPARTMENTS WILL ONLY FACILITATE CONTROLLING 
ACCESS FOR ANY JOURNALIST THAT COMES. 

6. "SOME" IS OBVIOUSLY KEY WORD IN CLAIM THAT IMPORT 
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AND DISTRIBUTION OF SOME WESTERN NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 
HAS INCREASED. AND TO CONSIDER INCREASED GOB DISTRIBUTION 
OF BULGARIAN PROPAGANDA IN WEST FULFILLMENT OF HELSINKI 
SEEMS IRRELEVANT. WE ARE NOT AWARE THAT ANY WESTERN NON- 
COMMUNIST PUBLICATIONS ARE YET ON SALE ANYWHERE IN SOFIA, 
EVEN IN HOTELS FREQUENTED BY FOREIGNERS. 

7. IT IS INTERESTING THAT BULGARIANS (OR SOVIETS FROM 
LBMTNGTMWY MAY BE STOCKING UP ON COUNTER-PLOYS AGAINST 
EXPECTED CRITICISM OF THEIR CLOSED SOCIETY AT BELGRADE) 

APPEAR ALSO WELL-ARMED WITH WESTERN CRITICISMS OF US 
RESTRICTIVE VISA PRACTICES. THE ARTICLE QUOTES, ACCURATE- 
LY WE BELIEVE, FROM A STORY BY PETER OSNOS OF WASHINGTON 
POST WHO WROTE THAT "PASSPORT-VISA FORMALITIES OF THE 

US, CANADA AND WESTERN EUROPE IN GENERAL ARE MORE OSSIFIED 
THAN THEY ARE IN EASTERN EUROPE" AND THAT "DIPLOMATS 
CONFESS THAT THE WEST IS VERY RELUCTANT TO LIBERALIZE 
RESTRICTIONS SURROUNDING THE VISITS OF TOURISTS FROM THE 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES." 
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